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George Wallace explains why you must take care not to
allow yourself to fall into a tricky situation.
WHEN IT COMES TO CERTIFICATE RENEWAL,
some police licensing departments do
their best (they are the ones I never hear
about), whereas others appear to be run
with either dim-witted incompetence or
outright malice. Occasionally you come
across both, which is really frightening.
A recurring problem in the poorly
performing constabularies is that certificate holders are routinely left in possession of guns after their certificates have
expired and before (sometimes long
before) the new ones are issued. This is
not acceptable.
If you are likely to find yourself in
that position, before your old certificates
expire you should contact the licensing
department and ask them if the new
certificates will be ready by the expiry
date. If they will not, ask the constabulary to provide you, as a matter of
urgency, with a Temporary Permit under
Section 7 of the Firearms Act 1968. You
may then receive the permit or a load of
flannel instead! Refusals are couched in a
variety of ways such as:
1. “You don’t need it because we have
received your application.” RUBBISH. If
you have guns and your certificate has
expired you are an armed criminal. If
convicted, the minimum sentence is five
years.
2. “We don’t issue temporary permits;
it’s not the Chief Constable’s policy.”
ROT! They have been advised by
both Home Office and ACPO to issue
temporary permits if the delay is not
your own fault, so ask for their reasons
in writing, with the name of the person
whose decision it is.
3. “The permit won’t allow you to keep
expanding ammunition because that is
Section 5.” NONSENSE. Expanding
ammo and “missiles” (bullets, to you and
me) are only Section 5 (ie. prohibited) if
you don’t have a certificate allowing you

to possess them. The police can put that
authority on a temporary permit just as
easily as on a full certificate.
4. “If we gave you a permit it wouldn’t
allow you to use the guns.” MORE
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Yours sincerely

